HGTV.ca: Seasonal Home Maintenance Guide

In order to protect the environment, lower utility costs and maintain peace of mind, keep your home running
efficiently by following these maintenance guidelines. Below is a brief, yet essential, year-round checklist. For
more detailed information on maintenance specific to your home and location, check with your real estate
agent, property management office, or if you are buying a new home, ask your builder for a homeowner's
manual detailing construction materials, and product manufacturers.

Spring

¢ Inspect roof, windows, screens and home
exterior finishes.

* Repair cracks or damage to walkways
and driveways.

* Clean eavestroughs and downspouts.

* Inspect basement and attic.

* Make a checklist of landscaping/garden
maintenance and materials needed.

* Check air-conditioning system.

Summer

* Inspect exterior wood trim, decking or siding for
deterioration and re-freat, clean or replace as
necessary.

¢ Turn on outdoor water supply and inspect hoses.

* Check garage/shed and inspect outdoor
equipment.

¢ Check pipes for condensation.

¢ Check basement humidity and employ a
dehumidifier if necessary.

¢ Remove plants/roots that contact/penetrate
bricks or siding.

Winter

¢ Check window and door seals and replace
weather-stripping if necessary.

¢ Inspect holiday decorations.

e Check attic and insulation.

e Check for excessive snow and ice around
outdoor vents and on roof.

e Vacuum bathroom fan.
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Autumn

* Service furnace/heating system.

* Clean eavestroughs and downspouts.

* Vacuum baseboard heaters.

¢ Winterize landscaping and store outdoor
furniture.

e Cover outdoor air-conditioning unit.

e Check chimneys for obstructions.

e Turn off outdoor water supply and protect pipes
from freezing.
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